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153 St. Paul Street 

Full Demolition ï August 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:    153 St. Paul Street 

Applicant:    Trustees of the Wein Family Trust, and the Linda Wein Real Estate Trust 

Building Type:   House (Full) 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  N/A 
 

                   

 
 
                        

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 

 
153 St. Paul was permitted for construction in 1914 as a single family dwelling. Designed by the architectural firm Gay 

and Proctor, the residence was built for Joseph Bates Gay, one of the firmôs partners, and his family, which included his 

wife Marion, daughter Virginia, and son Joseph B. Gay Jr. Gay and Proctor were located in Boston, and designed an 

extensive number of residential and institutional buildings in the Boston area, including a number of apartment buildings 

in Brookline such as nearby 73-75 Longwood Avenue in 1913 as well as 124-130 Longwood Avenue in 1912 in addition 

to 1683, 1780, 1405-1419 , 1473-1475 and 1418-1428 Beacon Street between 1901 and 1925. Gay and his family resided 

in the house, located close to many of his designs, for over forty years. It was Gay who converted the structured into a two 

family residence in 1948; a change which did not require any structural or footprint changes. Gay passed away in 1953; 

however his family continued to reside in the house until 1959.  

 

The two story building rises from a stone foundation and has a rectangular form. The structure features a stucco exterior, 

first floor bay with large brackets below and a second floor open covered porch facing St. Paul Street. Interestingly, the 

building is positioned so that the pedimented entrance does not face the street, and instead faces the Inn at 92 Sewall 

Avenue.  Originally slate, the asphalt hip roof has projecting eaves and brackets on three elevations, as well as dormers on 

all sides. In 2010 a rear one story addition was constructed.  

 

The house at 153 St. Paul Street meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the town or Commonwealth; and 
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d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The building at 153 St. Paul Street retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and workmanship. 

 

 

 

 

 
Aerial view of 153 St. Paul Street, looking east. 

 

 

 
Aerial view of 153 St. Paul Street, looking north. 
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Aerial view of 153 St. Paul Street, looking west. 

 

 

Aerial view of 153 St. Paul Street, looking south. 
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